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(54) COPYING DEVICE 
(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain a copying machine capable of 
preventing an unauthorized use and having good 
handleability by providing a fingerprint storing means for 
storing a fingerprint and a finger print reading means for 
reading operator's fingerprint, and then, controlling a 
copying operation in response to a decision output by a 
discriminating means for discriminating the fingerprint by 
comparing the read fingerprint with the fingerprint 
stored in the fingerprint storing means. 
CONSTITUTION: The image data of the fingerprint of 
the operator's finger 77 by which a start key 57 is 
depressed is read by the fingerprint reading part 75. And 
it is discriminated whether or not the read fingerprint 
image data matches with the fingerprint image data 
already stored by the fingerprint storing part 65 of a 
RAM 63. When the image data coincide each other, a 
copying permission signal is outputted, and a copying 
operation is executed. On the other hand, in the case 
the read fingerprint image data do not match with the image data already stored by the 
fingerprint storing part 65, a copying inhibition signal is outputted. It is allowed to hasten to 
command to start the copying operation by depressing the start key 57, and also it is allowed to 
interrupt the operation when the data to do not match. 
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